ABSTRACT 

A system and method for delivery of secure software license information to 
authorize the use of a software program is disclosed. The method and system comprises 
a computer system for executing the software program and the authorizing program, and 
a license server, connected to the computer system over a network. The method and 
system include associating a publisher certificate and a signed product key pair with the 
program to be authorized, generating a license request containing user and product 
information and signed by the private key from the product key pair, transmitting the 
license request to a license server, generating a license using data extracted from the 
license request and license terms, signing the license with the publisher private key 
associated with the publisher certificate, transmitting the license to the authorization 
program, validating the license using the publisher certificate, and using the license terms 
to control the use of the software program. 
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